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Lu Ann J ones : I usually start out with some biographical 

information about the people themselves, to give 

the interviews some context. I can't just limit it 

to Reynolda--I have to sort of get people to Reynalda 

anc get away from Reynalda, too. So if each of you 

could give me some biographical information, such as 

~here you were born, when you were born, what you r 

parents did and that type of thing, that woulo be 

helpful . Do you want to start it off, Mrs. Ruffin? 

Tippy Galloway Ruffin : Well, I was born in Winston-~~ lelli. 

1'1~{ fathe r was from Rockingham County, and m:l :iuo ther 

was from Winston- Salem. I went to school at r",e .... +. r: n .~ \ .":> - - - '-A 

Public School for two years, and then to Revnolda School 

all the way through--seventh grade, wasn't that as 

far as it went? Then I went to Reynolds High School 

for two years, and then I went to Oldfield.~School 

in Glencoe , Maryland, and Gunston Hall in Washington . 

LAJ: What had your father done? 

TR : He 01.-vned a lumber company, Smith Phillips Lumber Com-

pany . It's still in existence. 
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LAJ: Did you h ave brothers and sisters? 

TR: I had a brother who died at a very young age, and a 

sister who i s living. 

LAJ: Now it's your J... LUrn . 

Aurelia Plumly Spaugh: Well, I was born in Cynwyd, Pennsyl -

vania. My father was from Philadelphia, and my mother 

was from Winston-Salem. Then they were separated, and 

Mother moved back to Winston- Salem when I was about 

a year old. So I feel I'm a native of Winston- Salem. 

LAJ : How had your parents gotten together? 

AS: At a house party that Mrs. Lindsay Patterson, wno 

lived in Winston-Salem . • . Some house party that 

she chaperoned. My father was there, but they were 

mainly people from this area. And then Mother and my 

father fell in love, so they married and lived up North, 

until Mother moved back. 

I had a brother who died in infancy, and then 

another brother who lived to adulthood, and he has 

died . Then I have a sister who lives in Winston- Salem . 

I went to West End School, but somehow, Tippy , I 

don't think I came out to Reynalda until a year after 

you all did. 

TR : I know I came in the third grade to the little house 

over here near the church . And I think there were 

three grades in one room, as best I remember. Third, 
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(TR) fourth and fifth I suppose, or maybe ~ t was first, 

second and t hira . But I believe there were three grades 

. in one room. 

AS : Anyway, I went to West End, then I came to Reynalda . 

And then I went 2lso to Reynolds High School. But I 

finished there, and went to the National Cathedral 

School in Washington for a year , and then went to 

Smith College in Nor thampton, where I graduated. 

LAJ: Had your mother remarried? 

AS: No, she never r enarried. 

LAJ: That's kind of unusual for a woman, particularly with 

children , back in those days . 

AS: No, she was a very independent, very special person. 

Ver~::l much loved . 

TR: She was. 

AS: And you may be interested in this--that Tippy and I, 

for years, lived next door to each other . 

LAJ: You 've been together for a long time then . 

TR: And although we're no kin, we called each other's 

mothers Aunt So-and-So. 

AS: Yeah , Aunt Bess and Aunt Ida. And Uncle Rob. So, I 

mean, we're very close. 

LAJ: Why was it decided that you would come to Reynalda 

School. Do you know? 

TR: I think Mrs . Rev nolds started it for her children with 
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(TR) friends of people she knew. I think that's the main 

reason . 

"P~S: And then she vJanted some of her friends' children to 

come. Of course, we'd all been friends before--Nancy 

and Mary and all of us had been friends. 

LAJ: Had you come out here to visit before that? Were you 

familiar with Reynolda? 

AS: Yes , because we knew them when they lived on Fifth 

Street . 

TR: I think we'd probably been out here as soon as they 

moved . 

AS: • .. because we knew them on Fifth Street, then you 

see when they built out here . • . So it's been a long 

period of time, hasn't it? 

LAJ: How did you all get to school? Did you ride the bus 

that picked children up? 

TR: Seems to me we did. It may not have been there in the 

beginning , but it was later on, when the third grade . • 

The first year I don't remember how .. we came, but I 

know it was the bus later. 

LAJ: How was Reynalda School different from the public 

school that you had been accustomed to? 

AS: One thing I remember is the size of the classes. 

And then we started French when we f irst came, which 

was one thing. And I beli eve we had mor e art here 

- - -- -



-
' 

S 
. , ,.. ,_ . 

~ r1 .. -r-.; .......... pa ug __ , J.-.U_ .L in 

(AS) Lhan they did in the public schools at that time. 

Tippy, can you think of anything else? 

TR: ~ore imagination in the tea ching. Freedorrl in the 

teaching . 

LAJ; Who were your teachers? 

AS : r-·1i ss Hayes? 

TR: She was our French teacher. Miss Hadley was the room 

Leacher, but what did she teach us? 

AS: Did Miss Hadley--Mrs. Cash tell you what she taught? 

LAJ: I think it was one of the grades. 

AS : That's it, she was our room teacher. 

TR: She taught us everything, I guess, that year. And 

then when we moved up was when we had Miss Hayes, 

probably the sixth grade . Miss Hayes came to teach us 

French. 

AS: There was Miss Hadley, and Miss Brock, Mis s Hayes, • • 

TR: Miss Brock was t he one who taught us the Palmer method 

o f writing . ~.nd Miss Beatty·· .. was a wonderful mus ic 

teacher . 

AS: She moved to Boston, but the others are here . Miss 

Hayes . • • 

TR : She came from Southern Pines. 

AS : I was going to say, did she move back? But anyway, 

several of them met people here and t~n~}i r ~"ta.rried . 

TR : What was the name of that place? It ~a sn't Southern Pines. 
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LAJ : What did you all do du ring rec e ss? Did you s o out 

here and walk the g round s, or wa s it a more nor mal 

kind of recess when you played game s on the school 

grounds? 

TR : We used to learn foreign dan c ing--folk dancing . We 

learned different countrv 1 s wa,, s of dan ci110 . And 
~ .1 J 

then the boy s used to steal handkerchiefs a nd chase 

us. 

AS : I didn't remember any, we'l l say o r g anized ac tivities . 

TR : We had organized c a listhe nic s . Remember t hat? 

AS: Yeah, that I d o . To keep us in s hape . It' s t o o b a d 

we don't still d o it. 

TR : We had to produce little pageants, a n d outdoor t h ings 

in the garden and behind the church. And a l l my friends 

f a i n ted practicing behind the church 
,... 
LOr s o me thing 

exc ept me . Took them in, stretc hed them out on the 

pews , and I tried so hard t o fa int and I c ouldn't . 

AS : Now Tippy , I didn't know I' d e ver fainted in my life . 

But I must have . I did one t ime later in college, I 

think . 

We had a good time , but we studied . And we 

learned . 

TR: I remembe r one thing we d i d - - we wen t out anc sat on 

the hillside near the barn, wh e r e t he d a ffod ils cover 
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(TR) 

AS: 

LAJ: 

TR: 

AS : 

TR: 

AS: 

TR: 

the hill, and we all 11ad to vJri te poems about daffo 

dils . It was tha t kind of teaching. 

And when the weather was ni c e , we'd go outside and 

sit under a tree and have the lesson . Tippy, your 

mention about daffodils--don't you remember when we 

were a little bit older--of course the daffodils 

are just beautiful out here, have been for years , but 

Mrs. Reynolds would not let us pick one daffodil. 

You left them, because I can remember wandering around, 

especially on an Easter morning after we'd been to the 

e arly service, and had spent the night out here. Do 

you remember that? Anyway , I just happened to think 

about all those beautiful daffodils . But you just didn 't 

pick them. They may ha\re picked some for the house, 

but I guess they were afraid we'd just devastate t hem . 

What would go into a production, like Hiawatha? How 

far in advance would you start preparing for something 

like that, and when wo~ld you start rehearsing? 

It seemed like that went on forever . 

I think we rehearsed for a year , don't you? The details 

of it . . . over a period of time you forget . 

I do know we practiced . 

Oh, we did. For ages. 

• .but 

The lake was muddy then . It never was a very clear 

lake. But we had a lot of good tices on it. 

We practiced and practiced on the other side of the 
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(TR) lake while people sta~~0 ct on this side to see how much 

they could see and hear. It went on a long time . 

AS : It did . 

LAJ : It looks like vou mus t have had a photographer out 

in the middle of the laj:e, from the angles that some 

of the pictures are t aken . 

AS: Probably in a boat. Some of it was in a boat . We 

were across the water, the performance was across the 

water , and the people sa t in the area where the boat-

house is now. 

TR: On the hillside. 

LAJ: Did you all visit here at the house, spend the night 

with the g irls, things l ike that? 

AS: All t he time . One thing I can think about that--when 

AS : 

LAJ : 

TR: 

we put the beds together, there were twin beds, and 

turned the mattresses across so we could sleep about 
~R· ~ . 

four--we didn't sleep very much~ That's one of the 

first places that any of us smoked, on the sleeping 

porch up above here. And blew the smoke out the screens 

so people couldn't s mel l it in the house. 

At least we thought they couldn't. 

How old were you then? 

I'm not sure . Probably about twelve, eleven . Don't you 

think? 

AS : Yeah . I guess we were . 
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AS : 

LAJ: 

AS: 

That was great fun. 

We also used to spend the nig ht in the playhouse, 

quite a lot. 

Would an adult spend the night with you? 

Oh yes . You were always well chaperoned, at least 

to a point. What I mean is you always could sneak 

out . Remember the books we read? And we'd put an 

Elsie Dinsmore cover on the Sheik of Araby, something 

like that, so that . • • 

TR : Kept it in a bookcase in the playhouse under false 

pretenses. 

Ll\.J: So you would read risque books? 

Yes . But that was getting a little later, to~ard high 

school. We also had our Scout troop, so that was hio h 

school time. The cafuin up here was our Scout meeting 

place . We'd go do out hikingout from there. 

TR: It's what they really called Dick's cabin . It vvas 

supposed to be his. 

AS: I didn't remember that. Oh Tippy, you've been 

thinking. 

TR: I just jotted down a few things, which I've already 

said, I think . Oh , there 's one thing I remember so 

vivi dly--I don't guess you do because you never said 

anything about it--but it was the most exciting 

to me when Mrs . Reynolds called us all in to tell her 



(TR) good morning, when we were spendins t ne night . We 

wen t in her room, and the bed was cover e d with these 

gorgeous sketches from the fashion desisners in New 

York, the most famous ones. And the most beautiful 

sketches--I adored that. And you don't remember. 

AS: Isn't tha t funny, I don't. I probabl~r wa s running down 

to the kitchen to ge t a snack . 

~R: Bet you were . Bet you were getting hungry. You were 

always hungry . But that was a real treat for me, I 

just loved it, going to see those beauti~ul sketches . 

LAJ: If you were spendin g the night h e r e, then you along 

with the c h ildren were expected to go in and say good 

morning to her? 

TR : r~·1m-hm • 4 • 

LAJ : Would she still be in bed with her nig htgown on? 

rriR • ..L. • She was in bed with these sketches around her, I can 

remember that vividly. 

LAJ: What was your general impression of Katharine Reynolds? 

I've become real interested in her and wha t she meant 

to Reynalda. Coulaprou characterize her from your 

childhood impressions of her? 

TR : I was fascinated with her. I just thought she was so 

tremendously interesting and smart. 

AS : And she was. She was attractive, and tl1ere \.vas a 

warmth to her. But if you were told s~~ething , like 

don't pie}~ the daffodil s--! mean, t h e re were rules, 
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(AS) and you abided by therr1, because v·le knev.:- she ~ ,Duldri 't like it. 

She was smart. You had the feeli na that she -

was very knowledgeable, had a keen rein~. She was a 

good business person--of course that I ~ : asn 5 t aware 

of at that time . But she worked . 

TR: I don't think I was either, the business ancle--but 
..J 

just the feeling that she was a good person. 

AS : And a good manager. And of c our s e both l'Jancy and 

Mary got a lot of that business . • . a lot of her 

ability . 

LAJ: Did you have much dealings ~ith Miss Va~ Den Berg, 

the nurse . Do you remenbe~ her ? 

Both : Oh yes . 

AS: We called 11er Bum . She v,1as the one, 
. 
in some resoects- -

~ I 

particularly when we were younger- - who ~as in charge 

of us . If Bum said don't do something , \·.1 n:y you didn't. 

Or we did, but that would be behind hey b ack somehow 

or other. 

TR : We were a litt le bit in awe of her . 

LAJ: Why s o? 

TR : Because she was strict in her ideas of what we should 

do. Don't you agree? 

AS: Yes, I do. 

TR : But that vJas so many years aao, \\1e 
• .L not to be ougn\.... 

.J 

too positive about what we sa:y c..t>Otl t her . We were so 
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(TR) 

AS : 

LAJ: 

TR: 

AS: 

little then. 

Well that's the thing . .. really , whe n somebody asks 

s ome thing ... t hat wa s a pretty long time ago. I hate 

to say it, but it is . 

Did you all have muc h c o ntact with R.J . Reynolds? Do 

y ou remember him v e r y much at all before he died? 

Ver:/ little. 

No, because he died the year after they built Reynalda. 

He was an impressive -looking person, but I don't ieel 

that I knew him. 

TR : He was very kind t o u s wh en we saw him, but we didn't 

see him very often . I can't remember any particular 

AS : 

LAJ: 

conversation I h ad wi~h him, can you? 

No . 

You mentioned the c h ape ronage . What activities had 

to be chaperoned--and T'm thinking of the time you 

were up into high school. Could you, for instance, 

go to football games in Greensboro, just a group of 

you girls , or did someone else have to go along? 

TR : I remember one tirne v-1hen we went to Charlotte, but 

that was to spend the night . Mrs . McAllister was our 

chaperone then . Beca~se I dated her son , they made 

me ride in the c a r with the chaperone. The others 

d idn't have chaper on~s , we j ust had one on that trip . 

The~:{ were in othe r car. But I don ' t remember when we 
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(TR) went to a gan1e and came back trie I don't b e-

lieve we had a cha p e r o ne then. 

P:LS: Because there ·ve r e n' t as man~/ ou t-o f - t o\,1r1 games . Of 

TR : 

AS : 

TR: 

LA I 
\..) : 

course we had a chauffeur if we took one of the cars, 

either the vellow Rolls or t he black Rolls . 

I don ' t remember the black one . 

Well , maybe the yellow that we decorate d with b lack . 

i·~e had crepe paper streamers all o\1er, black and gold . 

Would you ride that in parades? 

AS : Yes , we'd ride in parades . The trip to Charlotte may 

have been one of the overnight thing s . Of 
,.. 

course , rrorn 

Reynalda School we took a trip to ~ • 1.... 
ha ..Le ig11 to see the 

capitol and see t he penitentiary . Ann T sat in the 

electric chair . 

* TR : Then we went to Dix Hill ; that was a most vivid memory . 

AS: One of the queer people fell in love with Tippy. 

TR : And we went to a play put on by these people in Dix 

Hill - - just weird things . I felt that I ~as half nuts 

myself \"1hen I left there . I was scared of them . 

LAJ : So t his was part of a field trip? 

AS: Yes , that's right . We went there on t h e J-. • 
L-~ain • • • 

y ou see, you just didn't drive that 
,.. 
- ...., r - c._ \rer~1 much; but 

maybe part of it was to have the tra i n e xperience . We 

spent the night on the train, I t~ i r.:.}~ . 

TR: I think we spent the night in a ho~ e l o ne night . 

*a s~ate mental hosp ital in Raleigh, N. C. 
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on t11e train . . . 
AS: I think we went on ~he train and spent the night / 

well , that detail I ' ~ not sure . Somehow that seems a 

l ittle ridiculous t~ ~ave s pent the night, so may~e 

we just took the ~i- ai n down there and--! know we 

spent the night in a hotel. And we probably took the 
~'laybe we 

train back the next cay . I spent two n i ghts, I can 

look it up in my dairy. I kept a diary back then. 

TR: I enjoyed the trip except for Dix Hill. 

LAJ : \\/ho v-:rere the members of your little group? i'Jancy and 

Lib both mentioned t hat there was a pretty close- knit 

grou? o= girls Lha t s ~ayed tog ether through high school . 

AS: · It -v;as c. sii~ s orr1e - -Ti~lJ~{ and Virginia , and Lib Hanes, 

and Lib Lybrook Wyeth: and me and Nancy . So we paired 

two and two. Nanc v and I were 
~ 

the youn ge st ones. But we all went right through school 

t ogether . 

TR: And welve stuck t ogether ever since. 

LAJ: Mrs. Reyno lds was telling me that she had wanted to 

r emain at Reynolds High School, but her Uncle Will had 

pretty much forced her to leave when a girl there got 

pregnant--was that the incident? 

TR: That's it. 

LAJ : Was that when vou l e ft too? 
..I. 

TR: No, I think It d already left. I went Ll1rough two years 

and then left. T think that happened a f Ler I left. 
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A Q . 
u .. Actually, am I the only one who finished? Ginny was 

a't . .;a~{ , and then Lib i'\1j·e th went away, and r.iipp:y \.vas 

already away, and Lib was already away. She went to 

Oldfield School, Lib Hanes. So I g u2s s I was ti1e 0~11~{ 

one who went through Reynolds . 

TR: She was the top scholar when she graduated, won the 

Montague Medal. A great honor. 

AS: I don't know how it happened, because I haven't got 

bat brains now. You have to use your mind, and I haven't 

used it. 

L 7 ~ .. /.\u : Had you intended to go away to school? Did you ~an~ to 

go away to school? 

TR: I'm not sure how to answer that. I think I wanted to 

go in a way, but I didn't want to go where T went . 

LAJ: 1~hy not? 

TR: Because it was way out in the sticks, in dead country . 

And I didn't like hockey, and that was featured. And 

I didn't like horseback riding. But I loved basketball, 

that was the sport I was crazy about. 

AS : We were all pretty good in· basketball. 

TR: I just mainly didn't want to be out in the country. 

T A-r . 
.LJ u -

But I was. It was a wonderful school, wonder=u~ scho-

lastically . I learned a lot , but I just didn't like 

being stuck out there. 

Did you know people up there? 
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TR: Net ~hen I went. 

LAJ: i .- - --- ,..... 
,_ t · -• '-'..:.... _.. ~i~ls schools then real stric~? 

TR: Ot, ~hat was so strict it was just terrible. I loaned 

a ::riend a hat to \!\1ear to the Woodberrv mi 6. - \vir1 ter dance--
oeo~le don't wear .. -

.. n_ .1.,.... 
c1. L .:: anymore--but I loaned her my 

cu ~e little red hat. And it was against the rules to 

leuo o r borrow, and I had to walk ten miles around the 

track to pay for lending somebody my hat. 

LAJ: What was wrong with that in their eyes? 

TR: I don 't know. I guess they thought you might lose 

it, or damage it. 

AS: Or the idea of manaqing what you had. 

TR: I just never got over that. 

AS : At l~ational Cathedral , I was always happ:y , anc1 whistling 

and carrying on. The headmistress heard me one day, and 

I was penalized for whistling. No lady whistled. So 

t hey were strict. 
old~I.> 

TR: At Oldf iel&, we had to wear big baggy green serge bloomers 

and black cotton stockings and high-topped tennis shoes, 

middy blouse and green satin tie. And with that outfit 

on , every morning in the dining room we had to curt_sy 

to the headmistress. Can't you see us curtsj(i~g in that? 

Isr.rt that ridiculous? 

AS: Tha~'s more the type of thing you wore Kten you went 

to camp , bloomers. I remember gree11 serge })lO·Jmers and 
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(AS) the gray flannel shirt an~ the tie and all . But to 

curtsy . • • 

LAJ : I guess they thought if yo~ could be graceful i~that, 

you could be graceful in a~v kind of outfit . -

AS : That ' s an idea . 

TR : 

LAJ : 

TR : 

LAJ : 

TR : 

T never had analyzed 

When you were a teenager, .. . -: 1a.l
.... .L l.- was your vision of what 

your future would be like? I'm a daydr eamer , so I a uto -

matically assume that other people daydream too . May-

be you're not daydreamers . • • 

I v.; as . 

What was your daydream? 

I wanted to be in advertisingr and I wanted to go to 

New York, on my ovm, and s-t-_ 11d~:' com...mercial art . And my 

parents would~,t let me . I've never gotten over it. 

AS : We l l now Tippy, you ought ~o start now . 

LAJ : And what did vou . ... ? 
• • 

AS : I don't remember, in particular . I wanted to go to 

school , and I wanted to go to col l ege . Just why, I 

don' t know . 

TR : Nancy and I one time thought we were going to write 

the greatest novel that had ever been written in the 

world . But we never f ini 2hed it . 

LAJ : Did you start it? 

TR : Mrn- hrn . 
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LAJ : What was t he clot? 

TR: It was about a little farm girl named Mattie . 

I don't remembermuch else about it. 

AS : We used to try to write poetry . I loved it. Don't you 

remember some of the poems we wrote, which were rea~ly 

quite good . I loved to go sit under the trees--I love 

nature, always did--and read poetry. Of course I don't 

do any of ttat now. But I did like that . 

LAJ: How old were you when you got married? Was that part 

of your Euture as you saw it as a teenager? 

TR: I always thought I would sometimes. But I thought I 

was going to do a few other things before (laughing) . 

I was tv1e11t}1 -one when I mar·r ied . 

AS : I was an old lady . I didn't marry until during World 

War I I . I \~las in the WAVES during the war . So I \·1as 

late, I was thirty- four. 

LAJ: What had you done between the time you graduated r-

r rom 

college and the time you joined the WAVES? 

AS: The first year or two I just visited my friends. I 

was very fortunate in being able to . And I traveled 

a great deal--Europe, and around the world, and so 

forth. I \'\"a s one of the founders of Summit School, tha t 

was pretty soon after college . But going around the 

world-- I iiaC'. been at Sumrni t for twcprears, and then I 

took this t~ip . Everybody said they wished they had a 
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(AS) school back ~1Qme, because I was getting materials 

artifacts a n·:..: all tr1at kind of thing, fox the schoo l . 

LAJ : What din you do at Summit? 

AS: I taught L.he -Fifth and si x th grades. We didn't have 

an organized athletic program, but what we did have I 

did that--just some simple games . So I taught socia l 

science and Eng lish. I guess that was abouL it . Then ~ 

was busy with Scouts and Junior League and garden club . 

TR: We were all \~orking hard for the Junior League at that 

time, married or single. 

AS: I was later ;oing into it because I didn't join until 

after ~ got o ut of college . But then I was very ac~ ~ ve 

in it until I went into service. 

LAJ: Why did you decide to go into the service? 

AS: Because our country was at war, and I felt I wanted to 

. 
serve in some way. And I had no real commitments at 

home . But also , I thought if I could be a nurse's aide 

or do something like that, I would be making a great 

contribution. But I wasn't geared to that, so I thought 

I'll just offer my services if I can get i~, so T did . 

LAJ: Was that a real big switch for you , to have to go into 

a very regulated . • • 

AS: It wasn't as difficult as you would anticipate. lt's 

like an office job--it turned out I was located 

Washington. So I had an eight to five job, that type 

of But you're much more restricted, of cou ·rse . 
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(AS) You couldn't get home t o see ?eople unl _ 3 s vou had 

leave, and wl1atnot . 

LAJ : Had you met Mr . Spaugh here in Winston- Sa lem? He was 

in t he service also? 

AS : He \1Jas in the Arn1v, I \vas in t:-ie l'av\". .... -
• had met him, 

I had met him when I was teaching 
- ·~ a t b 1_1.;-:u11 1 \... • .t guess 

I'd met him before, but I'd never been oilt with h i m. 

In the old days , in school , people would have the 

teachers for supper . They would usually entertain their 

child ' s teacher . So the Arthur Soaua hs, ~ho had a child 
.I.. ..; • 

at summit, invited me for su~:, "8er . .?.nd ! .a.loll. was a date . - ~ -

So it wasn't until ther1 t. .l- I e\rer ha c~ - date -v,;j_ tr: • . 
n aL C4 nim • 

Then T did • . . 
~"1asl1inator~ 

... • +- .. 
.... see 11lID in aurino ._ne war , 

..; 

and decided to 
. ... ...... n ,.:J s ot . d 

we get -- a , -,-1 eo - ;::::.1 - p 
u . ..1. - - C:..l ~ 

.. __ ri_ . 

LAJ : Ha d there been any wor~y on your part, or maybe on 

your friends' parts, t h at you would ~ind up an old maid? 

Was that a fear? 

AS: I don ' t know . Wha t do you think , Tippy? 

TR : Well , I don't think anybody worried about her . She 

was very active and busy . 

AS : I had a good time . And everybody-- I won't say t hey 

we re nice to me- - they included me in everythin g . But 

I 'm sure people thought . • • 
T'm sure I thou ght, I 

wonder when the right person \·:ill c orr.e along , or ""ill 

they? But I got plenty I can do . 
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TR: I was in I\f anc:~l' s v:e o d ino 
..i 

here--you were not here, were 

1rou? 

AS: No . Where was I? t gue ss I was in college. 

LAJ: Probably so, becau se that was 1930. 

AS: The only one I Cfu~e home for was yours . 

TR: Nancy's was before mine . And that was a beautiful 

wedding, we had the pretties dresses. We came across 
down the steps, 

from each side of the rnezzanine,/to the altar where 

the fireplace is. Nancy gave us all our dresses. 

AS: That was lovely too. 

LAJ: who was telling me that 

her dress, at least, didn't make it through the party 

that night. Or mad e ir through, but it was pretty . • • 

TR: 
AS: Lib must have been cutting up./We all were. I can 

tell a story about one of our friends that night--T 

won't call a name. t17e had more than our fill of chan-

pagne, and everybo dy was having a beautiful time. And 

when one of our friends got home that night, and her 

mother said, No~ tell me about the wedding . And she 

said, Mother, it was in the shape of a horseshoe . 

The table for the wedding party was in the library, 

in the shape of 2 hor seshoe. That was her description 

to her mother. 

LAJ: And then she prob a bl:-i toddled. off to bed. It was Lib 

who was talking abou t how these beautiful dresses, and 

---- - - --------~ ------
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{L_~J) appa r .s 11 tly hers got one evening ' s use, :t ana . • • 

TR: Proba;:' i ~7 got dro\,rned ir1 charnpagne . 

AS : 
. 

g oing to sa:y, it ~robably got spots all o\rer 

it. 

LAJ: I'\re s2en Mrs. Reynold~s' \veddir1g dresses upstairs 

in t hs costume collect io:i . Then beside it are the sketches of the 

bride s maids dresses. They look very flapper-ish. 

TR: The} .. \·.-ere white chiffon skirts, and the bodice vJas 

silvei- lace , real delicate silver lace. 

AS: And r.;~DDY 
.!. -:... .!: - I I guess they were long? 

,...,l P. • ... ~ . 1\jQ I 

LJ:1J : 1 th~~k they were short in the front and then trailed 

off ii1 the back. 

AS: Oh thatrs right, that's the way so many of those 

thinq s . _, • • 

TR: Sorry you weren't there. 

AS : Oh, ~ am too. I remember how I hated missing it. 

But then, to get from Northampton to Winsto11-Salem, it 

was only by train, and you had to either go . • • if 

I was coming back from college, I either took a day 

trip rrom Northampton to New York, and then an over-

night trip from New York, or vice versa. ~here wa s 

ti~e in between -- I mean, I had so many hou~ s ~n New 

Yori~ .. And that vJas fin e , I could do th~ ng s. 

And also, it was the expense of it. Sc I 
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(AS) didn't . But I did come home for Tippy's wedding. I 

think I was about a junior the~ . 

TR: It \,yas 1930 .. 

AS : I graduated in '32, so I guess 1 -z ·2s just a sophoMor·e . 

TR : Hers was in the winterLime, ao \10:~ remember the date? .... 

LAJ : January sixth, I think. 

TR: So it was almost a year's difference in hers and mine . 

BEGIN ~APE I, SIDE 2 

AS: We used to play gol~ on the golf course , and they 

i1ad sa11d gree11s . -, ..:.. ... - :::. ,.... 
- L.. \'\'(......~ just fu~, we didn 1 t play much . 

LAJ: 

TR: 

AS: 

TR: 

LAJ: 

J....nd 
. . ~ 

s\t\-imminc--o= - course L.h.ere \-.:-a= :-io indoor pool; 

swam in the outdoor ooo l there . -
What kind of suit2 did vou wear? ...... 

P~at they call tank suits now . rr f-... '"" - .! ... . :::: I .... were Annette 

Kellerrran sui~s --she was the ~ arnous swimmer in 

Lhose days . They were just tigh~-~itting-- they did 

come down to about here, I think. 

Yeah, they weren't cut up high here . Thin strap . 

Unbecoming . Very . 

'f..A7e 

• • 

Were you old enough thaL you had to wear stockings down 

to the pool? 

TR: No . Our parents did, but ~E ~id~'~. We wore the se 

things that stopped about here . 

LAJ: Were your parents gue s ts out here too . 
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AS: O~ , sure they were . They were friends . it 

\-.-as because they were friends of r1rs. Re}~nolds that 

iA7c \~Jere asked to come to the scl1ool . P...nd maybe it 

\·Jas because they were friends \~ay bac}~ t11at we as 

children were friends together. 

LAJ: This is something I tried to ge t with Mrs. Wyeth--and 

did ge t at, I think--how the Reynolds children dealt 

v.7i t h being members of a very ver~:{ well -to-d.o family . 

Were there problems with that? Did you as friends, 

al so of well - off families but not of the we2..2 -:.h t he:y 

commanded--was that a problem? Did it ever cause a strain? 

AS: r don't remember, as a chi ld., ::eeling that \\1e \i-ere 

dealing with anything . It was just nice there were 

certain things we could do. 

TR : As far as we were concerned, it was an easy rela -

tionship. But in their lives, I think thev were d if :erent .... 

from us, because the~l had to be more protect.ea. \\rhen 

they went on trips and things like that . 

AS: But I wasn't aware of their feeling like the poor little 

rich girl or anything. Now whether they did at times . • 

And in the san1e way, I didn't feel even when \~e were in 

hig h school, that Nancy was any different -frorr1 an~/lJody .. 

else . 

TR: I didn't e ither. She was the only one, I guess, ~hat 

\-.'ent to high school. 

AS: As you say, they may have ha: 3 feeling about it . . But 



r 

• 

....... --· 

c:- - .. · - -··-/ ..... ··-=+ ,· n 
1 .. ~- ·· ...... ._J .: .i .t\ L:.~ J.. -- -

(.F.S ) 
b::.::ause 

whether they felt there was any o bligation / 
o.{: 

t l1eir 

. 
prominence . • . But that's anoth~r thins --in a s ma ller 

comn1uni t:y , eve r:y b ody had grown u t-• to ? ether, and done 

things toge the r. 

T i-, : There r e al l::' ,,re ren' t the things t o be afraid of the11 

that there a re now . 

AS : Oh no. I mear1, :J' OU think about wander ing around but 

here nov1 . Nobod:~l locked doors, they didn't do that anyv1here . 

If you were in town, you could walk six blocks after 

dar}~ . The family would know when . you left, and if you 

didn't get there . • . but you alv.Ta ~r s did, fortunately . 

But I didn't feel there was any strain an1ong us, was 

the re? 

TR : No. It was just normal and natural growing -up . 

AS: 

rriR • ..t \, • 

LAJ : 

- c F.u: 

L .Z\J : 

With some special things, • 
' sucn as . • 

Oh, special treats. 

You all were active in Scouts, a nd would go on trips. 

Can you remember Scout conventions? 

Oh yes, Nancy and I went to Savannah, Georgia, t o 

represent- -there ··were two other girls and a chaperone . 

But that was . • . Somebody dovvn knew who Nancy 

was, and tried to put her in the l ea st fancy home--you 

stayed in people's homes . V\le wer e 2,l l Yeally quite 

active in Scouts. ~ continued it o n t h rough . 

Grew u p to be a big Scout? 

AS: Yeah. Tippy , you remember \vhat fun ""'e u sed to have 
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(AS) when it v1as icy and whatnot, and ·v1e 
1 c~ slide down to 

the lake on our sleds. 

TR: And cirele around the boathouse, a~d c ~ right to the 

lake before you stopped . 

AS : It was just so prett~', ~ith the icicles hanging off, 

LAJ: 

TR : 

AS: 

or the sno\."' . surmner, \,-.,'Tinter, \ve we r e out here 
. 

sprin9, 

fal l , night and day . A lot of ha o;:.l\ 7 t irne s . .!..-" - ..L 

Mary has been described as a real sh~/ person . Can you 

remember \rery much about her? 

Oh yes . She was a wonderful person, -~ d. ...... is 1'1ancy- - full 

of talent. She cou ld do an}·thing that s:h e wanted to. 

She was very artistic. Actually , - .i:: -. l T - .L~ e - - knev; IvJ.ar:y 

better after we got older . 

TR: Oh :y~e s, vle spent rno1'e tine tog2t.i1er \·.,·~1en we \\1ere older 

than when we were growing up, because she was a little 

bit older than we were. 

AS: As we were growing up, S ~_.P ~a_c Q_lQ~P __ r -~cter 
- - \., ;,;.;..J...,_; I and prob-

ably didn't want to put up with ~s . ~u ~ we were very 

close friends later on because she was in Winston- Salem . 

And Nancy was in Greenwich . This was before the war. 

TR: You remember we visited Mary for the ice s kating house 

party? 

AS: Oh yeah . And of course , .1 sav"r her an c Charlie durino _. 

t he war, because Charlie was in \ ·;asi1~ :1g ton and Mar~{ 

would come up to Washington ~01- ~eekends , and I ' d go 
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(AS) spend weekends with ~hem. And then afterward when they 

c a1ne bac}~ here, \"le sa\\1 a lot of t h errL. Tippy and Gin:1~/ 

and Mary and I would get togethe r at l east once a 

week. But as Tippy said, she was v e r y capable, very 

artistic. She was shy . 

TR : She lov ed to cook. 

AS: Yeah, she was a gourmet cook. 

LAJ : What was her specialty? 

TR: She was pr0ud of her omelets. She tried to teach me, 

but I didn't do very well. 

LAJ: i 7 ould she come back here t o th~ k itche n and co o~;: t ~1 i ng s 

up? 

TR : Yes. This was at Roaring Gap wh~1 she tried t o t e ach 

LAJ : 

TR : 

LAJ : 

me . She invited my husband and me to come over t o 
an orrelet for 

Sunday night supper . And she would cook/ Cha~lie 

and herself, and I would cook ours . Well ours wasn 't 

as good as theirs . I think we ate it, though. 

What was her secret? 

Just don ' t know . It was probably an artistic touch 

with that spatula . 

What would you all do when you got together once a 

.. r e el; ? \\ .. "'" . 

AS : ~Jhen it was pretty , we ' d play canasta . That was the 
too hot 

c 3.r:asta era . J. mean, if it v1as rainy or / or s ome t hinc 
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(AS) l i}:E· that we'd pla~l cards . If not, we woulo nla~y golf . 

LAJ: 

TR: 

r.-:: c: 
t • ....,_ .....; 

No , 

do something energet ic. 

··..: ~1i s out here you v.7ould pl ay go lf? 

AS : The~; closed up this gol f course way back . 

LAJ: you come t o parties out here? Barbara M~llhouse 

keeFS tel ling me I bet t hose people can remembe1~ some 

goon parties out here. 

TR : Oh, r!any . 

AS : Rer.te _:·:ber when they fixed the basement? Of c ot1rse you 

dici:-.' t s ee i t , but they had al 1 the murals en the '\vall. 

h~LJ : did the\i look 
~ 

li ke ? 

AS : They ~ere caricatures. 

TR : We were on the walls also . Close friends . I wa s sorry 

LP.J : 

TR: 

the~{ did away wi tl1 those. It was more fun to come and 

pie}-: out people on the walls . 

Who ~id the drawings? 

Ben Shepherd, with the help of someone else . I forge t 

who the other person was. There were two tha~ worked 
ran a.round 

on them . But they / the whole room. 

AS: Beyond the bar, where that window goes out . 

TR: I ne ver liked t o fly--I have flown but I don ' t l ike 

it-- a nd so I was on one side of the ,... . 1 . 
I1repJ..cC~ coming 

do\·JTi in a bal loon , and ;_he airplane was u1:. ~t)C.:\;e t he 
Mary 

mante l. I and Charl~e , I think , we re in the airplane , 
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(TR) and I was coming down on the side. So7 e~ody else was 

on the other side . 

Then way 0\1er on one \11;rall t h e}- ]-.tad a poker 

table. !1y husband was at L.he po}~er ~ a!.: =.e , and Charlie 

Babcock, Dr . Butler, J~T . Barnes. T've forgotten, about 

six or seven. \\There ,,\:ere :lou? 

AS : I wasn't there . 

TR: You weren 't on the wall? 

AS : No . I guess Buddy-- this is Ben Shephe rd, that did 

all of them . • . anywa~l , I just looJ<. ec~ at all my 

friends . Or maybe I \tJcsr..' t o a.rt\rin a en.cuah at some - - ~ -

point. Some times :you p art:/ 1nor e. , o r . • • 

TR: You weren't here ver)- much at t h a -:. ti:-1e . 

And on the long wall o n this 
. 

s~ ae was a circus wagon, 

with people riding onthe top anc riding on the back 

and hanging on, all of them portraits o E friends. 

AS: It was fascinating, and ~rou en j oyed i~ whether you were 

looking at yourself up t h ere or n o t . An c this is some-

thing funny- - I remember a party, once or twice when 

Mary had a luncheon or something, and we were down 

there. Fried chicken--everybody loves fried chicken--

but another friend and I saia let's g et up there and 

get some wings, because the wing s we~ c my favorite 

piece and Martha 

was the first party I'd ever bee~ t c whe re they didn't 
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(AS) serve wings . I said, l·1ary you let us down, don• t do 

that again . So t he next time we had some wings ready . 

But they han a lot of fun parties , luncheon 

parties and nigh~time parties when we bowled and 

played ping- pong, s kated . 

LAJ: Where would you skate? 

TR : In the basement, from one end to the other . 

LA I • 
\....' . Roller skating? 

TR : rl".un- hm . 

AS : When you think about it, you could go from here to 

o n down past the squash court--handball court--anc o n 

dovm, almost t o the pool . Good long trek . And we 

bowled, and \·1hat else? 

TR : Shooting . 

AS : Yeah, shooting . 

LAJ : What kind of s hooting was done in that gallery? Just 

t arget? 

TR : Mm- hm . 

LAJ : So did you a ll Lake targe t practice? 

AS : I tried all of it . But of course, you used to do a lot 

of shooting, skeet shooting . I tried all those things , 

whether it be bowling or shooting or skating . 

LAJ : How could you skate throuoh there if the re were 
..,; 

a lot of peor.:Le? 

AS: Barged the crowd . A whole lot o~ people would probably 
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(AS) be in the bar , woul ~ n 't they? You'd just 

LAJ: Who set up the bo~l~ng pins? 

h.S = They vlere autorna t2..c , \1Jeren' t tr1ej1 ? 

LAJ : The}1
' re not no\\7 • 

TR: I don't believe they· 
""

1ere then. T 
..L tf:ink they had some -

bod:{ who worked her.::: doing it for them . 

Goodness knows, H---- ... rev might have put the 
. 

As up pins . Q_ \ -'-AS : 

you said , there were various people roundabout who 

could've done that. 

LAJ: I' ... ve. been bo\-.7ling OCf\·.'T~ there, and it get s awfully 

tireso~e setting Uf Lhe pins, or even having someone 

s c 2:'" a.rnb 1 in o i:. o .... out of the way of the ball to set 

them U?. That ~ good place to have a party down 

ther2, all thcit S
~-1 ~p 

•..JQI.._,._ • .... • • 

AS : Oh, it was . 

LAJ : Would they usually be real big gat.herings? 

AS: Va~ious sizes . Sometimes it would be just a small group 

for supper, or sometimes it would be great big 

parties, a cocktail party or a dinner party . 

LAJ: Why did the Babcocks came back to \\finston- Salern? 

Why do you think they chose to settle here after 

being in Connectic"GL. for a good v1hile? 

TR : The war was the main reason . They came in the beginning . 

Mary thought it. v-:c»1•
1 ld be safer for their family . And. 

they didn't stay in this house . They stayed in the 
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(TR) litt l e house/ .. \rJhere I was in the third grade . Catherine 

AS : 

de3raganza 
B.a11nson I lives tl1ere no\v . You go t o t he ch·urcl1 

a nd turn right, and it 's on t he next litLle corne~ . 

Don 't the1fii:i~~; live there now? Jane and Amo r y? 

T.hat was \.Vb.ere Miss Blanche Gunn l ived . Wer en 't they 

in the one where later Smith bought, and then the 

' f~ 
1:~a~s. Okay, it's the s e cond house where they moved 

during the war . 

AS : ~ ... nd J'-'~.ar:J? would come up for weekends to \-.Jashington . 

TR : And then I gues s they moved in here right after the 

~ar , didn't they? 

AS : 2\1J:t- hm . Then it wa s vvinifred and Chcirlie t·na~ -.,"?., i l+-L.. J.J ...... ....... -

the house out on Indiana, wasn 't it? 

TR : r~~- hm. But you better ask the family abouL th ~ s . 

LAJ : Did you continue to be guests here after Charlie 

Babcock married Winifred? 

TR: \.T 0 s 
~ '- . 

LAJ: Had you known her before? 

AS : I hadn 't. Had you? 

TR : I think I had met her once, but that's all . 

AS: She and her husband were friends of Mary and Char l i e' s. 

TR: I c an't remember what her first husband's name was, 

but I think I met her then. 

Ll\J : Knies, I think. Did she live in Wins ton-Salem? 

AS : No . She is a very attractive person . I have not s een her 
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(AS) in recent years, though. We saw her the :i~st ~ew times 

s h~ came back from California, but we haven ' t seen her 

, .... pr·~ .-J, n ~ 1 y 
-- ......... '--~- L • 

TR: Wi~l you intervie~ her? 

LAJ: T~ ~ ~ot going to Cali~o~nia , but I think i f she comes 

bac}:. in the f al 1, I'-1r . Bragg is going to be on t11e 

loo~(.OUt, and I would cowe back and do t he inter\riew 

then. 

AS : She's a very attractive person . 

LP. ... J: I sa\-l a picture of her in the newspaper when I Y.lent 

00~ -r 
• . \ ~. - .1 there to look at some clippings, an~ she had her 

!-12 1 ~- pi led up . • • really a nice-looking wo~an . 


